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Fiïiîmmm (2), IFaWÊeà ( I ), A dîna (2), £/ucaWa (1), WendlanMa 
( ! ), Grmna ( 2 ), j^rÿosîepima ( (> }, and iîeciÿo/is ( 9 ). /lrr/os£emma 
is a genus of herbs with graeefu], wliitc flowers, quïte striking when 
massed together, as they often are in nature. Most of the otlicr 
généra bave rather inconspicuous ilowers. 

In the same number of the Kew Bulletin ( No. 4 of 1931 ) a 
new species of snmt, Sphacelolheca, ScleraeJines, is described front. a 
Bangkok grass by Miss Wakefield. 

Additainentum XXXI continues the description of new species 
belonging to the famîly Rubîaceae, vvith (1 species of Hedyotis and 3 
oE ChamlÙL 

With the exception of a fcw, where Blîss Geddos is the author, 
ail the species in the above lists are described by Prof essor Craih. 

A, IL 

Les Nids d'Hirondelles; Les Salanganes et leurs nids comes¬ 
tibles. By Dr, A. Sali et Pp. 77, 12 plates, 2 maps, Imprimerie 
d f Extrême Orient, Hanoi, N, D, 

The information in this work, dealing with ediblc nests and 
the birds which bnild thein, is cbielly concerned with their occurrence 
in Freneh Indo-Cliina, but somethingis also âaid about their habitats 
in Java. 

One of the illustrations is t&ken from a design on a bronze 
vessel, the Tth dynastie urn, in the Impérial Palace at Hué and re¬ 
présenta a cave with nests and birds. Most of the other plates are 
of scenes on the Culao-Cham, a group of islands off the coast of 
Annam, an important centre for the collection of thèse nests. 

The work is divided into 14 sections, the headîngs of which 
give a faîr idea of its scope. Theae headings are:— 1. The Bird. 
2. T 1 1 e N est. 3. H abi tat an d G eographi cal Di str i b a tic 1 1 . 4, T1 1 e 
Nests in Indo-Chîna, 5, Exploitation of Nests. G. Collection of 
Nests. 7. Varieties of Nests. 8. Value. 9. Frauds. 10. 15s- 

teem of the nests in the Orient. 11. Culinary uses. 12. The 
Nests in the Therapeutics of the Far East. 13. Ceremonies at the 
time of collection, 14. Folklore, 

The author quotes ver y freely from otlicr w rit ers, ancient and 
modéra, occidental and oriental. It is évident tbat lie lias doue a 
great deal of re se arc h in the 1 itéra turc of the subject ; though he 
apparcntly lias not se en the paper by Dunlap, * Edible Birds N est 
Islands o 1 Siain 5 (J, S, S., Vol. IV, pt. 3, p. 1). He bas also visitée! 
sonie of the caves where nests are collected. 

Delaeour and Labouîlle are quoted as liaving identified the 
swiffcs making edible nests in Indo-China as Gollocalia francica 
germaiwi Oust. With regard to this çouutry : Robinson and Kl os s, 
Journal N. H. S. S., Vol. V, p, 144, record this species from KawSamiü 
and Kaw Pa-ngan in the Bay of Bandawn, but inake no remarks 
about its nesting. In * Birds of the Malay Peninsulah Vol. I, p. 128, 
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Robinson, gives OollocaUa innomi/nata as the species building cdible 
nests in tho caves of Relifcong, an islet off Terutao. Further 
research on fbese birds in Siam seems désirable. 

Dr, Sali et gives the popular naine of tlie bird along tlie coast 
of Àunain as " chim én”, wlrich may bave some connection with the 

Siamese naine £f en ” { imtl ), applied to tliese and other swifts, as well 
as swallows. 

The nests are made in caves and rock elefts, usuaJly dose to 
tlie sea coast, but oceasionally some way i ni and, as, for instance, at 
a site near tlie middle of tlie island of Java. In tbis connection, 
attention might be drawn to McCarthy s report tbat people collect 
nests of edible swallows in a cave through which flows tiie Nam 
Ngun, a tributary of tlie left bank of tlie Mékong, in tbe Wieng 
Clian région (J. McCarthy. Snmeyvng and ExpLoring in Siam i 
p. 185 ). It is stated tbat two eggs are laid, more rarely three, and 
tbat tbe wbole incubation faits on tbe female. Tbe nests are nsualLy 
collected ton days after tlie laying, tbe collectors eating tbe eggs. 
O fie rings are made to tbe “Goddesa of the South Seas”, or tbe 
presiding spirit of tbe place, before the collection begins. Tbe autbor 
touches on the périls attendant on collecting tlie nests, fatal accidents 
to tbe collectors being not in frequent, as in tins eountry. 

As in Siam, three collections are made, after wliich the birds 
are allowed to buikl in peace. Tbe building of tlie first nest takes 
about 70 days, of tbe second and tliird about 40. The quality of the 
nest is cbielfy dépendant on whetlier it is of tbe lst, 2nd or 3rd, 
collection : tbe first collection being the best and tbe tliird the poorest, 
These qualities are again subdivîded into a number of others, whieh 
can be distinguished by experts. Even tlie nests from two adjoining 
caves may be rated different]y. Whole nests, as sold in the market, 
are usually without any adultération, but the poorer qualities, cousist- 
ing of fragments of nests, bave often prepared seaweeds or other 
substances added, 

Besides for tbeir culinavy uses, the Cliinese esteem the nests 
for their tlierapeutic properties and as an aphrodisiac. They are used 
in tlie treatment of pbfchisis and puhnonary complaints, for whieh 
purposes a red coloured variety is niost in demand. 

As a rninor cviticîsm it may be noted tbat, in tlie map at tlie 
end of the work, Bangkok is represented as oceupying tbe position 
of Rayawng, and Vieil tiane of Chiengkam Th ose inter es ted in tbe 
subject will fmd, gathered togetber in tbis volume, nmch interesting 
information not easily obtaînable elsewhere. 

A. K. 

Descriptions of New Généra and Species of Siamese Fishes* 
By Hugli M. Smith. No. 2873.—From the Proceeedings of the United 
States National Muséum, Vol 79, Art, 7, pp. 1-48* 


